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We are all on the journey, on pilgrimage… toward the 2011 chapter. 

 
This flyer invites us to enter fully into this process.  How so? 

As a first activity, 
 

∗ by personal reflection and community sharing on the present texts; 

 

∗ by sending to the Region, for the end of October, a synthesis of the 

local community answers to question no. 3 in each section of the 

“Journeying TOGETHER…” flyer : “mystical-prophetic”, “new 

cosmic consciousness” and our “being-together”. 

 

∗ by the Regions sending to the general secretariat, in mid-November, 

the regional synthesis of these same questions found in “Journeying 

TOGETHER…”. 

 

Let the waters of life spring forth… 

With one heart  

and one passion,  

let us put our hand  

to «the Work of Resurrection» 

 

 
Sisters of Holy Cross 

July 2010 

   

Offering a mystical and prophetic presence 

to our world 

 

Developing a new cosmic consciousness 

 

Seeing our way of “being-together” so as  

to better answer the needs of our times. 

Trinh Ta, c.s.c. 
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« We are called to be more attentive to the presence of the sacred in 

our own inner journeys, in the life of others and in all of creation.

   

     (Judette Gallares, RC, UISG 2010) 

 

«It is in meditation, in divine contemplation, that evangelical work-

ers formed their most heroic projects and found the strength to exe-

cute them.»            (Basile Moreau, Exercises, 1855, p. 323) 

 

« True vision always is a gift. When it graces us, therefore, we do 

not experience “sight” as much as the experience of “being 

sighted,” being drawn, being enticed into depth. Our answers then 

will emerge out of that depth. » 
      (Barbara Fiand, from D. O’Murchu, Consecrated Religious life, p.146) 

 

«The experience of God cannot be realized in isolation, indifference 

and lack of attention toward human suffering…we can only think of 

a prophecy which is nourished by a deep connection to the divine. » 

     (Ciro Garcia, OCD, UISG 2010) 

 

Mystical-Prophetic  
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«The woman then left her water jar and went off into the town and said to the 

people…Everyone set out from town to meet Jesus» (Jn 4, 28; 30 ) 

 

«Many Samaritans from that town believed in Jesus on the strength of the 

woman’s testimony…they begged him to stay with them awhile.» (Jn 4, 39-40) 

    
1. Today, Jesus invites you to let go of what is weighing you down.1. Today, Jesus invites you to let go of what is weighing you down.1. Today, Jesus invites you to let go of what is weighing you down.1. Today, Jesus invites you to let go of what is weighing you down.    
 

∗ Which “ husbands” or “jars” must you put aside, and why? 

 
2. Invited to live mutual relationality and to be signs of commun-2. Invited to live mutual relationality and to be signs of commun-2. Invited to live mutual relationality and to be signs of commun-2. Invited to live mutual relationality and to be signs of commun-
ion beyond our differences…ion beyond our differences…ion beyond our differences…ion beyond our differences…    

 

∗ What do we need to leave behind in order to embrace new relationships of 

love and justice and thus bring about the advent of a New Reign of God 
 

 

3. Journeying TOGETHER toward the springing forth of our inner 3. Journeying TOGETHER toward the springing forth of our inner 3. Journeying TOGETHER toward the springing forth of our inner 3. Journeying TOGETHER toward the springing forth of our inner 
source…as members of the same religious family and members of a source…as members of the same religious family and members of a source…as members of the same religious family and members of a source…as members of the same religious family and members of a 
broader cosmic community…broader cosmic community…broader cosmic community…broader cosmic community…    
 

∗ How can we live interregional solidarity in such as way as to strengthen the Holy 

Cross network? How do the Interregional Apostolic Groups nurture this solidarity? 

Which corrective measures should be applied? 

∗ How can we reorganize our strengths in the congregation to respond to today’s chal-

lenges? 

∗ What choices do we need to make as a congregation in order to transmit our charism 

to persons wanting to journey with us? 
♦ Through mission or prayer : the Associates ? 

♦ By a new form of consecration ? 
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«Placed as they are within the world's different societies…communities 

of consecrated life, where persons of different ages, languages and cul-

tures meet as brothers and sisters, are signs that dialogue is always pos-

sible and that communion can bring differences into harmony.» 
                               (Vita Consecrata 51) 

 

«Mutual relationality is the dynamic driving force throughout the entire 

universe. We need to discern and understand, therefore, the systemic and 

cultural forces that enhance or undermine relationality. Without this 

awareness we are unlikely to give our full commitment to the new rela-

tionships of love and justice envisaged by Jesus in the New Reign of 

God.. »   
   (D. O’Murchu, Consecrated Religious Life, p.156) 

 

«The joys and the hopes, the grief and the anxieties of the [people]of this 

age, especially those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the 

joys and hopes, the grief and anxieties of the followers of Christ. Indeed, 

nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts… This 

community realizes that it is truly linked with [humankind] and its his-

tory by the deepest of bonds.»               (Gaudium et Spes, #1) 
 

«God’s Work, like God’s Wisdom, is revolutionary. It turns the world 

upside down. We participate by adding our voices to the prophetic 

voices that are speaking out boldly in our day and age. There are count-

less numbers of people around the world who are doing God’s Work. 

The challenge we face is to join them if we have 

not already done so.»            (Albert Nolan, 

Jesus Today, p.191) 

 

Our being together  
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  Jesus said to the Samaritan woman:  

   « I am thirsty…  Give me a drink; … » (Jn 4, 10) 

 

« If only you recognized God’s gift…   those who drink the water I give them will 

never be thirsty; no, the water I give them will become fountains within them, 

springing up to provide eternal life.” (Jn 4, 10;14) 

1. One day…   at …   you experienced 1. One day…   at …   you experienced 1. One day…   at …   you experienced 1. One day…   at …   you experienced THE ENCOUNTERTHE ENCOUNTERTHE ENCOUNTERTHE ENCOUNTER with Jesus… with Jesus… with Jesus… with Jesus…    
 

∗ How do you continue to welcome, to take care of and to let spring forth this 

living water with which HE has gifted you? 

 
2. And you left…..behind you…to go forth to share…and live And you left…..behind you…to go forth to share…and live And you left…..behind you…to go forth to share…and live And you left…..behind you…to go forth to share…and live     
    community    community    community    community    
 

∗ What is the gift that God has given to Holy Cross? What do we make of this gift 

both at the local level and at the regional level? 
 

3. On the journey together to a springing forth of our inner source…3. On the journey together to a springing forth of our inner source…3. On the journey together to a springing forth of our inner source…3. On the journey together to a springing forth of our inner source…    
    in wonder… in communion…in a work of resurrection …    in wonder… in communion…in a work of resurrection …    in wonder… in communion…in a work of resurrection …    in wonder… in communion…in a work of resurrection …    
    

∗ As a faith community on mission, what are those situations, those events in our 

region, in our country and on our planet that are awakening and calling forth 

our spring of water, calling us to deeper prayer and to a serious discernment 

regarding our presence and prophetic actions? 

 

∗ Summoned to « put our hand to the work of resurrection », and with a clear 

vision of our reality, what responses do we feel called to give? 
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«Even more than communion with God and communion with the 

Earth, is there not also communion with God through the Earth? … 

Humankind, if it is to be true to itself, must awaken and become con-

scious of its infinite capacity to unlimited expansion,  to its responsi-

bility and to its ecstasy. Human beings must widen their hearts to the 

very dimension of the Universe.»              (Teilhard de Chardin) 

 

«Reclaiming our rightful place in creation and acting responsibly as 

co-creators on the earth is becoming the single most urgent spiritual 

challenge now facing us.»  

                       (D. O’Murchu, Consecrated Religious Life, p.157) 

 

«As interdependent creatures, owing our origins to the cosmic and 

planetary web of life, and sustained by it at every moment of our exis-

tence, we need to cultivate a very different way of exercising our mu-

tual co-responsibility.» (Idem, p.158) 

 

«What is needed now is a model of political compassion, universalism, 

an ecology of life, justice and peace if the planet is to survive and all 

its people are to live decent human lives.»  

(Joan Chittister, The Fire in These Ashes, p.11) 

 

«I ask myself whether this new awareness might be a prophetic call 

for me, for us, to take responsibility for nudging the forward move-

ment of consciousness in whatever ways we can. Might it be a ques-

tion of justice in the very large sense: justice to our species as well as 

justice to our planet? Might it be an urgent call for us?»  
          (Elaine Prevallet, Making the Shift, p.20) 

New cosmic awareness 
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«Believe me, the hour is coming when you’ll worship Abba God neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem.»   (Jn 4, 21) 

 

« Yet the hour is coming-and it is already here-when real worshippers will wor-

ship Abba God in Spirit and in truth.»  (Jn 4, 23) 
 

«Doing the will of the One who sent me and bringing this work to completion is 

my food.»  (Jn 3, 34) 

  

1. Today, Jesus challenges you…1. Today, Jesus challenges you…1. Today, Jesus challenges you…1. Today, Jesus challenges you…    
    
∗ For you, what does it mean to adore or to worship in spirit and in truth? What 

does “stretching your heart to the dimension of the Universe” mean for you? 
    

2. Called to develop a new cosmic consciousness2. Called to develop a new cosmic consciousness2. Called to develop a new cosmic consciousness2. Called to develop a new cosmic consciousness    
    

∗ What are the signs by which we recognize the emergence of a new cosmic 

consciousness in our world today?...in our community? 

 
3333. Journeying together toward the gushing forth of our spring so as toJourneying together toward the gushing forth of our spring so as toJourneying together toward the gushing forth of our spring so as toJourneying together toward the gushing forth of our spring so as to    
   cultivate a different way of exercising our mutual co   cultivate a different way of exercising our mutual co   cultivate a different way of exercising our mutual co   cultivate a different way of exercising our mutual co----responsibility.responsibility.responsibility.responsibility. 

 

∗ What steps are we to take to arrive at developing a new cosmic consciousness 

and making evident in our various milieus its underlying values? 

 

∗ What would be the contribution of Holy Cross in the coming of a more  

       ecologically sustainable world? 

 
 


